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1.0 Timeline

Project Initiation + Inception

-> Project Kick-off, Research + Policy + Infrastructure Review

November 2025

Background, Infrastructure Assessment + Engagement

- Workshops (Staff, Library, Community)
- Public Survey + Youth Engagement

Needs Assessment + Functional program Development

- Engagement Summary + Background Review
- Information + Update to Council
- Needs Assessment + Draft Functional Program

Redevelopment Options, Costing, Reporting & Presentation

- Schematic Design + Costing
- Final Report and Council Presentation h




2.0 Background

Smithers Public Library Project Goal + Objectives

- Existing Library Explore how 3761 3@ Ave. can be thoughtfully
> 478 m?/ 5145 ft? redeveloped as a new home for the library and

- Aging (1966) + Undersized : : ”
- Advocating for a new Library for 17 years POSSI bly other commun |ty Uses.

- Previous designs were beyond available resources

- Future of building is currently unknown Meet Community Support Climate
Needs Resilience +

Sustainability

->Proposed New Public Library 02 @
- 1056 m?/ 11, 375 ft?
- Constructed in 2009
- Previously “Heartstrings Home & Decor”

Foster Belonging, Promote
Inclusivity + Community Health,
Accessibility Wellness + Safety

&

Support Consider Cost Well Planned,
Reconciliation Impacts Maintained +
Operated Facilities
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Existing Smithers Public Library Proposed New Smithers Public Library Project Objectives



3.0 Engagement Summary

Engagement Methods

->Workshops

- Town of Smithers Staff Values Management Workshop
(Online) - December 11,2025

- Library Board + Staff Visioning Workshop (In-person +
Online) - December 3 - December 12 2025

- Community Visioning Workshop (In-person + Online)
December 4 - December 11,2025

- Children’s + Youth Engagement Activity Sheets (In-person)
December 2025 - January 2026

Town of Smithers
4h- Q@

The New Smithers Library community survey closes in just a few days!
=

This is your opportunity to share your ideas, opinions, and vision for
this new community space _:. The new location offers more than
double the space of the current facility, providing expanded
opportunities to support community needs.

Learn more and fill out the survey at
https://engage.smithers.ca/smithers-public-library-new...

- Public Survey New Smithers Public

- 374 Responses (360 online + 14 hardcopy) T —— Lllc:rary_tB:uIdlng
; » ommunity Survey
December 8 - January 9

December 8 2025 - January 9 2026

- Communications Campaign
- Posters + Handouts
- Newspaper advertisement
- City Website News Release
- Social Media Campaign shared on City Platforms

P
SMITHERS

o Like () Comment

Town of Smithers In-person Workshops, December 3+4 2025 Facebook Post promoting the online survey



Engagement Summary

\Workshop Key Findings

- General Support for Central Location
- Pedestrian Safety Concerns

- Variety of Meeting + Multipurpose
Rooms
- Low/No Cost Bookable Spaces

- Dedicated Children + Youth Spaces
- Sense of Security + Safety
—->Accoustic + Sightline Considerations

- Integrated Indigenous
Representation

- Inclusivity + Accessibility

->Makerspace

SMITHERS
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FaulknerBrOWnS Smithers Public Library + Community Space Develo

Sample Online Value Workshop Activity

Ranking of
Importance

1 Meeting _
Community
Needs

5 Accessibility
for all Ages +
Abilities

z Creatinga
Welcoming +
Inclusive Space

Online Survey

Ager I FERECT

d4€SiON 3 library

What would your dream library look like?
Draw, colour, or glue pictures here.

Value Workshop Activity
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opportunities
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Children + Youth Engagement

Level of
Importance

Age Groups

74 % Larger

> 1/4 of Program /
respondents are Event Spaces
seniors

> 1/2 of 62% More
respondents live Community

_ _ Resources
with children +
youth 60% Maker
space



40 Existing Building Analysis

Overlay of Existing Library
Program

- New Building is approx.
double the size of the
existing Public Library

Officel Storage | Office/Staff M * E
9m?2  14m? Room s

o |- WC (2) |
Te%\ Area 16 m? 8m? Children’s
m Service Desk i Area
18 m? } 47 m?2
e LS b
Entry SR
, 13 m2ope 3 - 2001
Main Stacks s
207 m?

Existing Library floor plan overlaid on proposed new building



40 Existing Building Analysis

Overlay of Existing Library Building Constraints

Program
1 Entry 4 Back of House
- New Building is approx. 2 Hohcelng 7 Eﬁf:;? +overhead
double the size of the > Wooden Box )
existi ng Public Li brary 3 Dropped Ceiling 1:5:1 Mezzanine Storage
RN

Existing Sections

Overhead Door
U—l ™, i 0 |
: ~
j :
—— -
i
L

P e TR TR

Office| Storage | Office/Staff M*E[ T \
9m?2 14m? Room chzzr) |
2 A 5 .
Te%nrﬁgea Serl?cleesk i Ch}i?rins T
18 m2 i iy ?nE 3
[ D omm i
Entry
m 13 m?
Main Stacks :

207 m?

Existing Library floor plan overlaid on proposed new building Existing floor plan - Program constraints



40 Existing Building Analysis

Overlay of Existing Library
Program

- New Building is approx.
double the size of the
existing Public Library

Office| Storage ' Office/Staff M *E

9m?2  14m? Room , -8~~~ 1
Teen Area 16 m? V\éC (3) Children’
b : m? dren’s
13m Service Desk i1 . Arpa
18 m? L a7 m?
[ Topsme i
Entry
" 13 m?
Main Stacks :

207 m?

Existing Library floor plan overlaid on proposed new building

Building Constraints

1 Entry

2 High Ceiling

- Skylights

- Wooden Box
3 Dropped Ceiling

4 Back of House
- Existing WC +
kitchen + overhead
doors

50 Mezzanine Storage
4
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Existing Sections

Overhead Door | Over

\
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| 1
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____| 1 27N
1
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Existing floor plan - Program constraints

2” dia. fire hose
connection and

lockable 3/4” Wall ‘f'ﬁgtrﬁrtgm Ircnez,\in
hydrant turn #1350 Al s

Mechanical Constraints

- Existing Sanitary Line

suggests location of new
WC

Existing Roof Top Units
(RTU) for heating and
cooling are at End of life
Sprinkler install requires
water service upgrades

Zoning of RTU’s

2” dia. PVC

! ! - 2” dia.
[ — - water
4 Service

g9 ©f and meter
locate

under jan.
sink

Existing floor plan - Mechanical considerations



40 Existing Building Analysis

Overlay of Existing Library
Program

- New Building is approx.
double the size of the
existing Public Library

*****
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Existing Library floor plan overlaid on proposed new building

Building Constraints

1 Entry

2 High Ceiling

4

- Skylights ——-;

- Wooden Box
3 Dropped Ceiling

Back of House

- Existing WC +
kitchen + overhead
doors

Mezzanine Storage

3658

Existing Sections

Overhead Door | Overh

,,,,,

Existing floor plan - Program constraints

Mechanical Constraints

- Existing Sanitary Line
suggests location of new

WC

- Existing Roof Top Units
(RTU) for heating and
cooling are at End of life

- Sprinkler install requires
water service upgrades

Zoning of RTU’s

[]

2” dia. fire hose
connection and
lockable 3/4” Wall
hydrant turn #1350

/1

PR

2” dia. PVC
water service
from town main

77777
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2 dia. PE to fire hose__
(A hydrantunderslab |
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2” dia.
water
service
and meter
locate
under jan.
sink
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Existing floor plan - Mechanical considerations

Program Zones

Zone Considerations Program compatibility
Zone - Maximum - Children’s Area
natural light - Community Hearth
- Teen’s Area
Zone 2 - Moderate - Main stacks
natural light - Service Desk
Zone 3 - Minimal natural » Washrooms
light - Computer services
- Small meeting rooms +
Recording studios
Zone 4 - NearEntrance - Bookdrop
- Community bulletin
Zone5 - BackofHouse - StaffSpaces
- Bookstorage + processing
- Tool Library / makerspace

MTTITTTIITTT
L

Existing floor plan - Program zones



Draft Functional Program

Critical Base Build

-> Entrance vestibule + Book-drop

- Dedicated Children’s Area

- Glass wall in Program, Meeting + Teens Areas
- Five single-user Public Washrooms

-> Accessible Staff \WWashroom

- Generous Community Hearth

- Dedicated Computer Services

- Central Library Service Desk

- Mechanical + Electrical Upgrades

-> Sprinkler System

- Staff offices plus additional staff working desks

- Increased book storage and book handling areas

Separate Price Items

- Built-in storage walls throughout

- Furniture, fixtures + equipment in Main Stacks

- Furniture, fixtures + equipment in BOH

- Glass wall in Children’s Area

- Code compliant Mezzanine stair (required for storage usage)
- “After hours” Community Meeting Room vestibule + WC access
-> Small Reading Room/ Recording Room

- Removal of existing BOH overhead door

- Tool Library/Maker space

- New 45-min FRR ceiling instead of sprinkler system

-> Hearing Loop for Service Desk

-> Additional Mechanical upgrades with enhanced energy efficiency



5.0 Costing Options

1. Critical Base Build

“Bare minimum” approach. Lowest
cost/lowest reward.
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5.0 Costing Options

1. Critical Base Build

“Bare minimum” approach. Lowest

cost/lowest reward.

Mezzanine Storage
7980 m:
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2. Critical Base Build + Select

Separate Price Items

Balanced cost/benefit approach.

Staff preferred option.
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5.0 Costing Options

1. Critical Base Build 2. Critical Base Build + Select 3. Critical Base Build + All
Separate Price Items Separate Price Items

“Bare minimum” approach. Lowest  Balanced cost/benefit approach. Maximal approach. But over budget.
cost/lowest reward. Staff preferred option.
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Included in Base Build



1. Critical Base Build — B
(Sprinklered)

79.80 m*

\ m/
Total Project Cost: $2,667,300 Option C4 Mezzanine Floor lan
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2. Critical Base Build + Select Separate Items

(Sprinklered)

Total Project Cost: $2,838,500

Separate Price Items

Included

Built-in storage

All Furniture + Fixtures + EQuipment

Small reading room + recording studio

Glass wall separating Children’s Area

Mezzanine stair upgrade (Mezzanine can be used as storage)

After-hours Community Room

Remove existing BOH overhead doors

Tool Library

FRR ceiling (No Sprinkler System)

Finish upgrades in BOH

Hearing Loop for Reception Desk

Enhanced energy efficient mechanical system

Fundraising by Smithers Public Library

V Included in Costing Budget

P —
. . — - _ . Selected Separate
= o Price Item
J BN Scparate Price Iltem
\ Included in Base Build

Option C4 Mezzanine Floor Plan

7777777777777 ) IS o
: 4. Patch + Repair. Match :
1 finishes to existing !
|
Back of H N i
i
i
i
***** hl i
o eo—)
} Tool Library /  f}i
© | Makerspace |l
e el 31.74 m?
¥ © |
I f Counter 5row
1 : work shelving,
! VeSt|bU2|e station max height
|| 1048 me of 2000 mm ;
12 i
| S .
1
|
New door |
with ADO i i
i i
i i
i i
77777 13— % 7!7777777777777777 — iririririr ) e A =11 = "
! I
: | s i
o S — i ‘ I
1 [ ;
1 4 Teens Roon;
A [ 4355m2 !
7/ i p
R 5 ! I
i [ 1 L
| | | :
/ ! 3
‘ e Main Stacks } L
e SR T X U S Lo
) i i concrete Floor : |
] i ;1 @
/7 1‘ | 10
Prog‘r"?gq Room : I ading Ro
.81 m i (o] \(XQA m2
‘ i Computer Services!!
e i 28.55 m? — 3
s i Recording Stufijo
: 94 m?
} Acoustic
| I < wall 9'
% treatment
y i ]I
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, AV B = V! E—
} 567 @ | 1
1 = — 364, ‘ l
| 7 \ i
2 T : : ’”ﬁ””—"”’—"";”’i””—"”il
1 / ; [ RSR—— ;F
= Childrens Area | Iy i
7412 m? | k
) S R N \
® , i Storage i
. 1 (strollers) f




3. Critical Base Build + All Separate Items — =
(Not Sprinklered)

Mezzanine Storage
79.80 m?

% I Secparate Price Item

\ Included in Base Build
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5.0 Costing Options

1. Critical Base Build 3. Critical Base Build + All

Separate Price Items

2. Critical Base Build + Select
Separate Items

Total Project Cost: $2,667,300 Total Project Cost: $2,838,500 Total Project Cost: $3,630,600

Separate Price Items Included Separate Price Items Included Separate Price Items Included

Built-in storage

Built-in storage

Built-in storage

All Furniture + Fixtures + EQuipment

All Furniture + Fixtures + EQuipment

All Furniture + Fixtures + EQuipment

Small reading room + recording studio

Small reading room + recording studio

Small reading room + recording studio

Glass wall separating Children’s Area

Glass wall separating Children’s Area

Glass wall separating Children’s Area

Mezzanine stair upgrade (Mezzanine can be
used as storage)

Mezzanine stair upgrade (Mezzanine can be
used as storage)

Mezzanine stair upgrade (Mezzanine can be
used as storage)

After-hours Community Room

After-hours Community Room

A\

After-hours Community Room

Remove existing BOH overhead doors

Remove existing BOH overhead doors

Remove existing BOH overhead doors

Tool Library

Tool Library

Tool Library

FRR ceiling (No Sprinkler System)

FRR ceiling (No Sprinkler System)

FRR ceiling (No Sprinkler System)

Finish upgrades in BOH

Finish upgrades in BOH

Finish upgrades in BOH

Hearing Loop for Reception Desk

Hearing Loop for Reception Desk

Hearing Loop for Reception Desk

Enhanced energy efficient mechanical
system

Enhanced energy efficient mechanical
system

Enhanced energy efficient mechanical
system

SNSSKCKAS

Fundraising by Smithers Public Library

« Included in Costing Budget




5.0 Costing Options

1. Critical Base Build 2. Critical Base Build + Select

Separate Items

3. Critical Base Build + All
Separate Price Items

Total Project Cost: $2,667,300 Total Project Cost: $2,838,500 Total Project Cost: $3,630,600

Separate Price Items Included Separate Price Items Included Separate Price Items Included

Built-in storage

Built-in storage

Built-in storage

All Furniture + Fixtures + EQuipment

All Furniture + Fixtures + EQuipment

All Furniture + Fixtures + EQuipment

Small reading room + recording studio

Small reading room + recording studio

Small reading room + recording studio

Glass wall separating Children’s Area

Glass wall separating Children’s Area

Glass wall separating Children’s Area

Mezzanine stair upgrade (Mezzanine can be
used as storage)

Mezzanine stair upgrade (Mezzanine can be
used as storage)

Mezzanine stair upgrade (Mezzanine can be
used as storage)

After-hours Community Room

After-hours Community Room

AARRRSY

After-hours Community Room

Remove existing BOH overhead doors

Remove existing BOH overhead doors

Remove existing BOH overhead doors

Tool Library

Tool Library

Tool Library

FRR ceiling (No Sprinkler System)

FRR ceiling (No Sprinkler System)

FRR ceiling (No Sprinkler System)

Finish upgrades in BOH

Finish upgrades in BOH

Finish upgrades in BOH

Hearing Loop for Reception Desk

Hearing Loop for Reception Desk

Hearing Loop for Reception Desk

Enhanced energy efficient mechanical
system

Enhanced energy efficient mechanical
system

Enhanced energy efficient mechanical
system

CRCRKCKRS

Included in Costing Budget
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Fundraising by Smithers Public Library




6.0 Summary of Class D Costing

Preferred Option

- Total Project Cost “Critical Base Build” is
under $3,000,000 (project budget)

- “Separate Price Items” are optional +
additional cost

- Total Project Cost “Critical Base Build” +
Select Separate Price items is $2,838,500

Summary of Class D Costing

Building Renovations Construction - Critical ~ $2,291,700
Base Build
Construction Escalation $95,500

Subtotal Construction Costs (Incl. Escalation, $2,387,200
Excl. GST)

Soft + Project Costs $280,100
Total Project Cost - Critical Base Build $2,667,300
Total Select Separate Prices $171,200 ADD

Total Project Cost + Selected Separate Prices $2,838,500
(Incl. Design Contingency, Construction
Escalation, and Construction Contingency)



70 Preferred Design Option
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70 Preferred Design Option

Considerations

Assessment

Community Hearth has direct natural light +
activates the street front

Children’s Area has ample direct natural light

Children’s Area has direct access to program room

Stroller storage adjacent to building entry

Separate accessible WCs for Children’s + library
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70 Preferred Design Option

Considerations

Assessment

Community Hearth has direct natural light +
activates the street front

Children’s Area has ample direct natural light

Children’s Area has direct access to program room

Stroller storage adjacent to building entry

Separate accessible WCs for Children’s + library

Service Desk centrally located with sightlines
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70 Preferred Design Option

Considerations

Assessment

Community Hearth has direct natural light +
activates the street front

Children’s Area has ample direct natural light

Children’s Area has direct access to program room

Stroller storage adjacent to building entry

Separate accessible WCs for Children’s + library

Service Desk centrally located with sightlines

Washrooms located near existing sanitary line
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70 Preferred Design Option
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70 Preferred Design Option
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Children’s Area has ample direct natural light

Children’s Area has direct access to program room

Stroller storage adjacent to building entry

Separate accessible WCs for Children’s + library

Service Desk centrally located with sightlines

Washrooms located near existing sanitary line

Meeting Room has direct natural light

Meeting Room functions both as Library meeting
room and after hours community meeting room.

Computer services are close to service desk

Teens Area is 3x larger than existing Library
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8.0 Grants

ToS Staff is actively applying for grants and
funding opportunities.

Ongoing programs include:

- Climate Resiliency Infrastructure Service

(CRIS) Program
- HVAC + Lighting + Back-up generator design - ongoing

- BC Hydro

- Funding opportunities - ongoing




9.0 Next Steps

Design Development
April 29 - June 32026 (5 Weeks)

Construction Documents
June 3 - July 15 2026 (6 weeks)

Building permit + Tender
July 8 - August 19 2026 (6 weeks - TBC)

Bid Award
August19 2026

Construction Duration
August 2026 - February/April 2027 (6-8 months)
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1 Project Completion
(O  spring2027
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FaulknerBrowns

608-318 Homer St +1 (604) 282-4383

Vancouver BC
V6B 2V2 info@faulknerbrowns. com

Canada faulknerbrowns. com



